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Background:

The PC(USA) recently has changed its ordination standards for church leaders to remove the requirement, “ . . . to live either in fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman, or chastity in singleness.  Persons refusing to repent of any self-acknowledged practice which the confessions call sin shall not be ordained and/or installed as deacons, elders, or ministers of the Word and Sacrament.”

In place of that requirement now is the following language (G-2.0104b):  “Standards for ordained service reflect the church’s desire to submit joyfully to the Lordship of Jesus Christ in all aspects of life (F-1.02). The council [e.g., Presbytery, Congregation] responsible for ordination and/or installation (G.2.0402; G-2.0607; G-3.0306) shall examine each candidate’s calling, gifts, preparation, and suitability for the responsibilities of ordered ministry. The examination shall include, but not be limited to, a determination of the candidate’s ability and commitment to fulfill all requirements as expressed in the constitutional questions for ordination and installation (W-4.4003).  Councils shall be guided by Scripture and the confessions in applying standards to individual candidates.”

This change allows each ordaining body to establish its own standards for ordination based on its own interpretation of the Scriptures and the Confessions and thereby permits persons engaged in same sex relationships or sexual activity outside of marriage to be ordained as Teaching Elders, Ruling Elders, and Deacons. Already two Presbyteries have ordained practicing homosexual pastors, Scott Anderson in Wisconsin, and Scott Clark in California, and several others will likely do so in the near future.  Many individual members and churches within the PC(USA) are upset with these events and are leaving the PC(USA), and across the country a number of churches are contemplating doing so.

The Fellowship of Presbyterians had a large gathering in Minneapolis in August that Pastors Rob, Kriss, and about two-dozen others from our Presbytery attended.  Rob has reported back to Session on that meeting.  The Fellowship is discussing four levels of action in response to the PC(USA) constitutional changes, ranging from doing nothing to withdrawing from the PC(USA) and joining with another reformed, evangelical body.

KFPC Session Statement:

How do the new changes to the Book of Order of the PC(USA) and the recent ordination of Scott Anderson and Scott Clark as Presbyterian Pastors impact Kennewick First Presbyterian Church?  The short answer is that they do not immediately and directly affect our daily church life. Actions taken by congregations and presbyteries elsewhere in the country will not cause us to change our standards or mission.  Our focus at First Pres will continue to be on our Vision of “Daily becoming the heart and hands of Jesus Christ.”  We are the same church and congregation with the same values and standards today as we were before the recent constitutional changes by the PC(USA). We will adhere to the former ordination standards of living either in fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman, or chastity in singleness.

Central Washington Presbytery also will adhere to the former standards. Within our congregation, some will be very upset with the PC(USA) and with the Presbyteries and churches that quickly adopt the new ordination standard, some will actually be encouraged, and some will question why so much controversy.  We hope that our congregation will focus on its mission and its ministries and not be sidetracked by these controversies, which waste time and energy and often are sensationalized by the media.

Jesus loves all people. Everyone is welcome to participate in the life of our community of faith. The conversation about ordination standards does not address who can be members or who can participate in the life of our church, only those seeking ordination to church leadership as deacon, elder or pastor.
The Session of First Presbyterian Church is continuing to study this issue and its ramifications and to prayerfully discern where God is leading us.  We will review and study the related Overtures submitted by Presbyteries across the country for action to the 220th General Assembly, which meets next July, and we will continue to participate in Central Washington Presbytery discussions and activities on this subject.  Informational meetings, discussions, studies and workshops for our congregation will be planned.  Also, Session will initiate a taskforce, which will include congregational members, to discuss the tiers of the Fellowship of Presbyterians (http://www.fellowship-pres.org/) and other options for our congregation.

At this time we are choosing to remain in the PC(USA), to give witness to the true and living Word of Jesus Christ, and to faithfully interpret the scriptures in their historical context.  We pray that our members and friends will remain with us in this course as we continue to minister within and to our community and that each one of us will join in prayer to seek where the Lord is leading us.
